It was with some hesitation that I accepted the invitation to discuss the progress of the past 2 5 years in plant science at this anniversary meeting of the American Society of Agronomy. This is rather a heavy assignment to one who has for nearly 10 years been outside the agronomic field. Perhaps, however, an outsider looking in can view the field with a less prejudiced eye than one who is on the inside. What I have to say is based very largely on suggestions which have been generously supplied to me by specialists in the various fields of crop production, to whom I express my sincere appreciation. Lack of time prevents the use of much of the very interesting material submitted to me by agronomists and plant pathologists. Interest in advances in plant science is as broad as the membership of this Society, covering not only the production and introduction of new' crops and varieties and studies of new methods of technic in production, but the contributions of our fellow scientists in the fields of entomology and plant pathology, whose discoveries in methods of controlling insects and plant diseases are to a large extent translated into action by agronomists. I shall be compelled, however, to confine myself for the most part to advances in plant science with which agronomists have been principally concerned.
The 25-year period covered by the life of the American Society of Agronomy has been a varied and interesting one. Beginning with a slight financial flurry in 1907, the first 7 years in the Society's history were fairly quiet and profitable ones for agriculture. The European war in 1914 cut off to a considerable extent our market for wheat, cotton, and other farm products, while our entrance into the war in 1917 brought new problems to the agronomists, particularly those 'Presented as part of the special program • commemorating the twenty-fifth anniversary of the American Society of Agronomy, Washington, D. C., November 17, 1932. 
